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We all lead busy lives. For those of us who love to cook, even when our days are booked 
solid, we can usually whip up a dinner party for three or four couples. But sometimes 
even Superwoman has to realize her limitations and give herself a break. Would it be a 
sin to admit you can’t always do it all and hire a caterer? If you’ve never tried it, you may 
be surprised how wonderful it can be to arrive at your own party cool as a cucumber, 
confident that everything is done, and finish up the evening looking at your spotless 
kitchen (that you didn’t have to clean).

Catering 101

Checklist for hiring a caterer 

There are a lot of things to consider and discuss with your caterer. Where you hold your event affects 

which questions apply, but the following checklist is a good place to start.

What you need to know

•	 Set a date, time, and location. Stay flexible and you could save money.

•	 How many will attend?

•	 Is it a formal sit-down affair, a buffet, hors d’oeuvres, or only the main dish for a party?

•	 What’s your budget?

•	 What kinds of food do they offer?

•	 Can they accommodate individual dietary needs (allergies and such)?

•	 Is tax and gratuity included?

•	 What are potential extra charges?

•	 What will be the portion sizes? You don’t want to try to feed a football team on super model portions.

•	 If you’re serving buffet style, how do they decide how much food to provide?

•	 What happens to the leftovers?

•	 Do you need help to serve and what’s the dress code for servers?

•	 Can you provide your own alcohol? (A real cost saver if it’s allowed.)

•	 How will you handle underage or intoxicated guests?

•	 Do they handle setup and cleanup?

•	 How many electrical outlets will they need?

•	 Do they supply chairs, tables, dishes, linens, and tents? It may be easier to let the caterer arrange for 

these things but you may see substantial savings renting elsewhere.

Once you know what you want, discuss it with the caterers you are considering. 
Be sure to ask for references and check them out. When you decide which caterer is 
the one for you, get everything in writing and read the contract carefully to make sure 
everything you agreed upon is included.

There are a lot of questions to ask yourself and the caterer, but it’s important to cover 
them all. The answers will mean the difference between an event to remember and a 
possible disaster.
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C A T E R I N G  D I R E C T O R Y

Phone: (608) 835-9188  •  Fax: (608) 835-0608   
668 Janesville Street, Oregon, WI   

JL Richards • www.jlrichardsprimemeats.com

Prime Meats & Deli
Small town pride,  

quality and care with  
big city style!

We’ll meet all your party needs!

• Weddings 
• Graduation Parties
• Corporate Catering
• Reunions

• Business Lunches 
• Picnics
• Pig Roasts
• Breakfast Buffets

183 East Main Street, Stoughton, WI 53589
Ph. (608) 873-1777, Fax (608) 877-0362
www.cheesers.com

Custom-made party trays 
for every occasion— 
Syttende Mai,  
graduations, weddings, 
showers, anniversaries

• Cheese or cheese and sausage tray
• Fruit trays
• Veggie trays

317 Nora St., Stoughton, WI

(608) 873-9299

• Wedding and specialty cakes available
• Full service restaurant
• Deli with seafood and steaks

Catering Services for any Occasion!

Hours: M—F 5 am–8 pm, Sat. & Sun. 5 am–2 pm

Bavaria Sausage, Inc.
6317 Nesbitt Road, Madison, WI 53719

(608) 271-1295, (800) 733-6695, Fax: (608) 845-6693 
www.bavariasausage.com

Bring a unique flavor to your graduation party, 
reunion, or picnic with Bavaria

Order online! Our website is safe and efficient.

Cheese and Sausage 
Platter

Honey Glazed
Baked Ham

Gift cards available!

Snacking Sausage 
Sampler

Bratwurst Sampler

Squeaky Fresh WI
Cheese Curds

Paprika Gurken and 
Hungarian Gherkins
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Shop where the customer 
is always first, since 1901!

210 S. Main Street, Verona, WI 53593 • Phone (608) 845-6478 • Fax (608) 848-5256

www.millerandsonssupermarket.com

• Party platters—deli meats, vegetables,  
	 fruits, cookies.
• Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns.
• Fruit pies and specialty cakes.
• Soda, juice, beer, wine.

Whether it’s graduation parties, 
picnics, or reunions, you’ve come  
to the right place.

Wash her windows 
It’s bad enough that Mom has to stand at the sink doing dishes, 
but she shouldn’t have to look out a dirty window. Washing her 
windows will say thanks for all she does. Ettore Products Company 
has three products to make your windows sparkle. Squeegee Off 
window cleaner, along with their Window Wand, makes window 
cleaning quick and easy. It’s one of the best window cleaners we’ve 
tried. Cleaning screens is also easy with their Clean Screens cloths. 
Ettore products are available at Menards, Ace Hardware, True 
Value Hardware Stores, and other retail locations.
Ettore Products Company
2100 North Loop Road
Alameda, CA 94502
(510) 748-4130
www.ettore.com

Show Mom some love!

Bountiful Food Finds

Entertain the kids 
Nothing says “I love you” like taking the kids off Mom’s  
hands for the day. Keeping the kids entertained is a snap with 
toys like the Tea Parties book with tea set from Giggles in 
Stoughton, Wisconsin. We especially love their range of food 
toys, from soft play sets for toddlers to murder mystery dinner 
sets for adults. Giggles wide selection of toys and games will 
make your job a lot easier.
Giggles
144 East Main Street
Stoughton, WI 53589
(608) 877-9353

Clean up the garden 
Soon vegetable gardens and flower beds are going to need  
attention. Why not clean them up and prep them for your  
mom? Clean out the trash and debris. Remove and compost last 
year’s annuals. Trim back last year’s growth on perennials. Do 
some proactive weeding. Fiskars has a complete line of garden 
tools including their innovative PowerGear® series that uses 
gears to reduce stress, minimize fatigue, and amplify cutting 
force. Fiskars garden tools are available wherever quality garden  
supplies are sold or online at Acehardware.com, Amazon.com, 
and other e-tailers.
Fiskars Garden and Outdoor Living
780 Carolina Street
Sauk City, WI 53583
(800) 500-4849
www.Fiskars.com

Sharpen her knives 
If you want to do something wonderful for your mom, have her 
knives professionally sharpened. She won’t believe the difference 
it makes, and she’ll be safer because sharper knives are less likely 
to slip. A great place to have your knives sharpened is at the new 
Wisconsin Cutlery & Kitchen Supply. Owner Bill Peterson not 
only hand sharpens knives, his shop carries a mind-boggling 
selection of new knives, cooking tools, and gadgets of all sorts, 
and chefs’ supplies. Knives sharpened to perfection are a gift that 
keep on giving. 
Wisconsin Cutlery & Kitchen Supply
3236 B University Avenue
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 204-0560
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